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WELLSTEAD, FLOOD DAMAGE 

993. Hon PADDY EMBRY to the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries:   
Last week the minister spoke about an inspection by an officer from the Department of Agriculture of the 
Wellstead area, which was recently devastated by floods.  Will the minister update me on the outcome of the 
inspection?  This is my last opportunity to ask the minister a question before the Christmas break.  I do not mean 
to make a joke of the situation, but I would like to be able to return home and give the community some good 
news.  
Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question.   
The question indicates the member’s deep sympathy for the farmers caught by those events in the south coast 
agricultural region.  As Hon Paddy Embry indicated, it was my intention that officers from the Department of 
Agriculture in Perth and Albany would inspect the area yesterday and today.  We delayed the original inspection 
tour by a week in the first instance on advice that the inspectors would probably be able to access only main 
roads because many of the minor roads were closed.  At this stage, the inspection has been delayed by at least a 
further week, not only because it is still difficult to access infrastructure and to determine the extent of 
infrastructure damage, which will require meetings with shire councils, but also because of indications from the 
region - this is the good news - that harvest is in full swing and is proceeding quite well.  When more is known 
about the situation, I will reconsider the need to have that inspection carried out.  
At this stage, through the Department of Agriculture in Albany, we are monitoring the rate of harvest and the 
extent to which crops have been downgraded as a result of the weather damage.  Advice from local contacts, 
particularly in the Jerramungup area, indicated that farmers were probably too busy to talk to our people.  Once 
we have a better picture of the objective data, principally from Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd, from which firm 
we will source the information, we will reconsider the need to carry out that tour.  I may be able to accompany 
them and I hope that Hon Paddy Embry will be able to come with us. 
 


